Commercial recycling, composting
programs lag residential efforts

hile the awareness
and implementation
of the most com-

plete recycling and composting
rograms has penetrated the
Eomes and lifestyles of many

Americans,
it is quite
a different
story when
it comes to
our recycling
behaviors
in the com-
mercial office
world.
Despite

Pamela).  successes of
Coburn, RPA, our residen-
LEEDAP  tial recycling
@[grﬁﬂﬂ{gﬁﬂ programs,
anes =
Group, 0 : as a society,

Coburn oversees

building management

at the Gates Corp.

wioald hsadguarters.

the majority
of our waste
continues  to
be produced
from nonresi-

dential sources — commercial
office buildings.
 Efforts within our homes have
proven to be critically impor-
tant to reducing waste to land-
fills and increasing use of recy-
clables, However, opportunities
in our commercial environment
may be the most critical next
step in truly moving our com-
munities, residential and com-
mercial, to zero impact to land-
fills: .t

A strong commitment and
cooperation from pariners,
including commercial tenants,
building management, janitori-
al staff and the recycling experts
in a community, are the primary
elements to the success of com-
mercial recycling and compost-

ing.

%he recent annourncement of
just such a partnership in our
Denver community is produc-
ing stunning results within the
first several weeks of its imple-
mentation. In April of this year,
the Gates Corp. world head-
quarters building in Lower
Downtown Denver became the
first commertcial office build-
ing in the area to implement
a comprehensive recycling and
composting program.

is progressive and innova-
tive new recycling program is
a collaborative “effort belween
Gates Corp., its recycling con-
tractor; Denver-based Altogether
Recycling™, a division of
Alpme Waste & Recycling, jani-
torial service provider Rocky
Mountain Janitorial Specialists
and building management part-
ner The Jones Realty Group.

Landfill airspace saved (cu yd) 24
Number of mature trees saved 107
Gallons of oil saved 2,786
Gallons of gasoline saved 151
Gallons of water saved 41,115
Kw-hr of electricity saved 24,978
Source: Alpine Recycling and the EPA
Landfill airspace saved (cu yd) 22
Number of mature trees saved 101
Gallons of oil saved 2,736
Gallons of gasoline saved 143
Gallons of water saved 40,968
Kw-hr of electricity saved 24,834
Source: Alpine Recycling and the EPA

Home to more than 400

employees who produce an
average 9.29 tons of waste per
month, the early returns on thi
program are creating a scenario
in which 88 percent of waste
materials leaving the building
are composted or recycled.

B May 2008 Gates waste
recycling and composting
summary: 929 tons of waste
produced; 8.13 tons recycled/
composted; and 87.5 percent
reduction of waste to landfill.

M June 2008 Gates waste
recycling and composting
summary: 929 tons of waste;
8.22 tons recycled/composted;
and 88.5 percent reduction of
waste to landfill. ;

While Gates has been an
active recycler for years, the new
Altogether Recycling program

Please see Recycling, Page 28
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